Region 6 Behavioral Healthcare
3801 Harney Street

Omaha, NE 68131

Phone: (402) 444-6573

FAX: (402) 444-7722

Behavioral Health Advisory Commiitee
Meeting Minutes
November 17, 2009

Advisory Members Present:
Mary Angus

Jo Lynn Coles

Ann Ebsen, Chair

Donna Mahlendorf

Duane Wilcox

Brian Paulsen

Mike Smith

Advisory Members Absent:
Region 6 Staff Present: Patti Jurjevich, Taren Petersen
Recorder: Amy Lett

1. Welcome, Roll Call, and Introductions
Ann Ebsen called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. Roll call was taken.

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes of September 2, 2009
Mary Angus asked that a sentence in item #7a. be changed to reflect that presenters
should speak to whether or not there is a “way for peers to move up in the agency.”
Amy Lett noted she will make this change.
Duane Wilcox made a motion to approve the minutes once changes are made as noted in
today’s meeting. Mary Angus seconded the motion.
Roll call was taken and 2 members abstained since they were not in attendance at the
September 2, 2009, meeting. All other members voted to approve the motion.

3. Approval of Agenda
Brian Paulsen made a motion to approve the BHAC Agenda for 11/4/09. Duane Wilcox
seconded the motion. Approval of the agenda passed upon voice vote.

4. Administrator’s Report — Taren Petersen
* Ms. Jurjevich discussed budget issues. Governor Heinemann has proposed $4.7
million redirected out of the Regions’ carry over dollars. The 1.5% rate increase
for next year would be eliminated. There will be more floor debate about the
budget this afternoon and we should know the final outcome fairly quickly.
One of the BHAC members asked if we did or did not need the carry over funds.
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Ms. Jurjevich explained that the Regions did/do need the carry over dollars and
although Kerry Winterer told Senators the carry over funds were not needed by
the Regions, Ms. Jurjevich plans to address this with Senators.

s LB 403: Citizenship verification for employees and persons served with public
sector dollars. This continues to be an issue. The Regions were initially told by
the State to wait for their instruction on how this would be handled. A draft of the
attestation form has been sent but this continues to be unclear and confusing.
Region 6 behavioral health providers do not have access to the Systematic Alien
Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) Program. There is also an issue of what
happens when the youth is a U.S. citizen but the parents are not and part of the
youth’s treatment program is to have family therapy.

Further updates will be provided on this matter.

e Ms. Jurjevich noted that Julie Eggert is no longer on the Behavioral Health
Advisory Committee as she has accepted an offer to serve as Region 6 Behavioral
Healthcare’s Peer Support Specialist, this role works in conjunction with the
Omaha Police Department’s emergency phone line. Ms. Eggert will help provide
assistance to those people who call the 911 line and have more of a behavioral
health emergency/need as opposed to a physical emergency that police and/or fire
personnel could respond to and provide their assistance. KETV (channel 7) did a
news story featuring Ms. Eggert last night. The story also highlighted the Crisis
Intervention Training (CIT) that officers go through and the large numbers of
emergency calls the police department gets which are not defined as the typical
police/fire emergencies. Amy Lett will send a link to the news report to all
BHAC members.

S, RFP for Douglas County Mobile Crisis Response — Joe Kenney
a. Review of RFP Process and Funding Recommendation

A handout was provided in members’ packets detailing the review process and the
participants; Mr. Kenney reviewed this information with those in attendance.
The review committee is suggesting that Lutheran Family Services be awarded
funding for this project.
Discussion took place about the future role of peer support specialists. Mary Angus
said that this is so new and we need to figure out how to use peer specialist beyond
WRAP training. Ms. Angus encourages everyone to consider different ways to utilize
the experience of those who have experienced mental illness.
Someone asked if we have the ability to track people to see if they are moving from
county to county. Joe Kenney said they will be looking for repeat users of this
program so they can perhaps find other services to assist them.
It was noted that DHHS and others will be watching this program to see how it goes.
Ms. Ebsen would like, sometime after January 2010, to have all 3 mobile crisis
response programs come and share their versions since each program is so different
according to the needs of their communities.
Ms. Angus noted it will be important to show outcomes to DHHS, particularly a
reduction in EPCs.
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