Region 6 Behavioral Healthcare
3801 Harney Street

Omaha, NE 68131

Phone: (402) 444-6573

FAX: (402) 444-7722

Behavioral Health Advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes
December 2, 2009
Advisory Members Present:
Mary Angus
Ann Ebsen, Chair
Donna Mahlendorf

Duane Wilcox
Brian Paulsen
Mike Smith

Advisory Members Absent:
Jo Lynn Coles

Region 6 Staff Present: Patti Jurjevich, Taren Petersen
Recorder: Amy Lett

1. Welcome, Roll Call, and Introductions
Ann Ebsen called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. Roll call was taken.

p. Approval of Meeting Minutes of November 17, 2009
Mary Angus asked that a sentence in the SIDENOTE of item #7c. be changed to reflect
that it was not the Consumer Advocacy Team but rather the women in the Women's
Council.
Amy Lett noted she will make this change.
Mary Angus made a motion to approve the minutes once changes are made as noted in
today’s meeting. Duane Wilcox seconded the motion.
Roll call was taken and the minutes of November 17, 2009, were unanimously approved
with the change as noted.

3. Approval of Agenda
Mary Angus made a motion to approve the BHAC Agenda for 12/2/09. Donna
Mahlendorf seconded the motion. Approval of the agenda passed upon voice vote.

4, Administrator’s Report — Patti Jurjevich
s Special Legislative Session: Ms. Jurjevich stated the special legislative session
called by Governor Heinemann regarding budget cuts is now over. There was
$4.7 million redirected/cut out of the Regions’ carry over dollars from FY(09.
There is still some money in the carry over fund but what will be done with those
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dollars has yet to be discussed. Legislators proposed and passed a .5% rate
increase for Behavioral Health for next year.

e LB 403: Ms. Jurjevich and Ms. Petersen participated in a webinar yesterday on
LB 403; this webinar was sponsored by Nebraska Appleseed. It was made clear
that non-profit organizations — unless there is something in their contract that
states otherwise — do not have to verify citizenship. There still seems to be a lot
of confusion about LB 403 and a lot of questions need to be answered. We are
not sure how soon it will be before a common goal is established. Region 6’s
legal counsel has advised that we are not to deny service to any children. Ms.
Ebsen asked Region 6 to keep BHAC members updated and advise if there are
any big changes regarding LB 403.

Election of BHAC Officers for 2010

a. Report from Nominating Committee
At this time there was no report from the nominating committee.

b. Election of Officers
A decision was made by all members in attendance to carry this item over to the
January 2010 BHAC meeting.

Update on SYNAR Compliance Checks — Jeff Helaney

The Synar Amendment, named for the late Congressman Mike Synar, is a

Federal law requiring states to restrict and reduce youth access to tobacco products or risk
losing block grant funding for alcohol and drug programs (there is no acronym for
SYNAR).

Jeff Helaney noted we receive $8,000/year in our area to do compliance checks. If non-
compliance goes over 20%, $7 million total in Prevention/Treatment could be lost.
Nebraska is seeing an increase statewide with failure of tobacco compliance checks.

The Omaha Police Department does compliance checks in Omaha and the Sheriff does
the checks in Douglas County outside of Omaha and in the other counties.

Compliance checks include individuals between the ages of 15 -17 who are cooperating
with the police; they go into a retailer and ask to buy tobacco products and confirm
whether they are asked for identification (id.) or not. If retailers do not ask for id., there
is a penalty to the seller but the sellers still keep their licenses; there is no teeth in the
state law for any punitive action to be taken against a vendor who fails to request
identification before selling tobacco.

Region 6 works with Metro Omaha Tobacco Action Coalition (MOTAC).

Currently the non-compliance rate is 6.1% in Omaha; outside of Omaha it is 20.3%
within the five Region 6 counties.

Less than $3.1 million year is spent in Nebraska on tobacco prevention.

For every $1 dollar spent on Prevention, about $13 is saved in healthcare costs later down
the road.

Jeff Helaney said we could ask the coalition representatives to get information on non-
compliance checks in each county when the retailers’ licenses are up for renewal.

If the trend of non-compliance continues to go up we may need to ask BHAC members
for assistance in getting the attention of those that hold the purse strings so we do not lose
funding from the Block Grant for substance abuse prevention and treatment.
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