“Statutory Rape”:
Sex between Young Teens and Older Individuals

Headline

Among young people ages 15 to 24 in 2002, 13 percent of females and 5 percent of males
reported that their first sexual experience occurred at age 15 or younger with an
individual who was three or more years older (“statutory rape”). (See Figure 1)

Importance

Sexual relationships between young teens and older individuals are associated with risky
sexual behaviors that could lead to unintended pregnancy and childbearing, as well as to
sexually transmitted infections. Among sexually experienced teens, having sex with
someone who is older has been associated with reduced and inconsistent use of
contraception,'” including reduced use of condoms,” and a greater risk of a teen
pregnancy.” In fact, more than one in four children born to mothers between the ages of
15 and 17 were fathered by someone five or more years older.® Additionally, engaging in
sexual intercourse at an early age is associated with a number of negative consequences,
including having a greater number of sexual partners, reduced contraceptive use, and a
greater likelihood of having a teenage birth.”

Trends

The percentage of young female teens having sex at age 15 or younger with an older male
remained relatively stable between 1995 (14 percent) and 2002 (13 percent), the only
years for which data are available. Comparable trend data are not available for male
teens. (See Table 1)

Differences by Race/Ethnicity and Gender

Among both males and females in 2002, non-Hispanic white teens (3 percent of males
and 11 percent of females) were less likely than non-Hispanic black teens (8 percent of
males and 16 percent of females) and Hispanic teens (10 percent of males and 17 percent
of females) to report a “statutory rape” as their first sexual experience. (See Figure 2)

Differences by Family Structure and Gender

Among males in 2002, those who lived with two biological or adoptive parents at age 14
were less likely than males who live with a single parent or in an ‘other’ family structure®
to report a “statutory rape” (3 percent versus 7 percent and 13 percent, respectively).
Males in this “other” family structure (13 percent) were also more likely than males who
grew up with one biological parent and an adoptive or step parent (4 percent) to report
their first sexual experience occurred at age 15 or younger with someone three or more

years older. (See Figure 3)



Among females in 2002, those who lived with two biological or adoptive parents at age
14 were less likely than females who lived in any other family structure to report a
“statutory rape” first sexual experience (10 percent). In addition, “statutory rape”
experiences were less common among females who lived with one biological and an
adoptive or step parent (17 percent) and those who lived with a single biological parent
(18 percent), compared with those who lived in an “other” family situation (27 percent).

(See Figure 3)

Differences by Parental Education and Gender

In 2002, males whose parents have less than a high school education (10 percent) were
more likely to have had a “statutory rape” first sexual experience than were males whose
parents have a high school diploma or GED (5 percent), have received some college
education (4 percent) or have a college degree (3 percent). (See Figure 4)

Among females, having college-educated parents is associated with a lower likelihood of
“statutory rape” than is having less educated parents. In 2002, females whose parents had
a college degree or higher (7 percent) were less likely to report their first sexual
experience was “statutory rape” than those whose parents received some college
education (14 percent), have a high school diploma or GED (18 percent), or have less
than a high school degree (17 percent). (See Figure 4)

Differences by Age and Gender

Among those ages 15 or younger at first sex, the youngest sexually experienced teens are
most likely to report their sexual experience as “statutory rape.” (See Table 2) Males age
13 or younger at first sex are more likely than males age 14 at first sex and males age 15
at first sex to have reported this experience as “statutory rape” (27 percent versus 16
percent and 12 percent, respectively). Females age 13 or younger at first sex are more
likely to have experienced “statutory rape” than females age 14 at first sex and age 15 at
first sex (65 percent versus 53 percent and 41 percent, respectively). (See Figure 5)
State and Local Estimates

None available

International Estimates

None available

National Goals

Although Healthy People 2010 does not specifically address sex between young teens

and older individuals, two objectives are set that would indirectly lower the percentage of
teens who experience a “statutory rape” first sexual experience. These objectives include



reducing the percentage of teenagers who are sexually experienced before age 15 as well
as the percentage of teenagers ages 15 to 17 who have ever had sexual intercourse.’

More information is available at:
http://www.health.gov/healthypeople/document/html/objectives/09-08.htm
(See objectives 9-8 and 9-9)

Definition

For this indicator, “statutory rape” is defined as heterosexual first sexual intercourse
among young teens (ages 15 or younger) that occurred with someone three or more years
older. Analyses were conducted on 15- to 24-year-old males and females in the National
Survey of Family Growth (NSFG), with retrospective information on respondents’ age of
first sexual intercourse and the age of their first sexual partner.

Each state has its own legal definition of when having sexual relations with a minor is
considered illegal; however, only five states specifically use the term “statutory rape.”'’
Individual states set a minimum age when individuals can consent legally to sexual
intercourse, regardless of the age of the individual with whom they are having sex. The
minimum age of consent is 16 for 34 states.'' Thirty-eight states and the District of
Columbia also include language about age differences, the minimum age of the minor,
and/or the minimum age of the defendant (in cases of prosecution). Those states that
include age differential requirements most often set these at a two-to-five-year age
difference. '* Therefore, for the purpose of these analyses, “statutory rape” is defined as
sexual intercourse between a teen age 15 or younger and an older individual as someone
who was three or more years older.

Data Source

Data for 1995 and 2002: Child Trends’ original analyses of the National Survey of
Family Growth.

Raw Data Source

National Survey of Family Growth 1995 and 2002
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nsfg.htm

Approximate Date of Next Update

Unknown
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Table 1

Percentage of Males and Females Ages 15 to 24 Whose First
Sexual Experience Occurred at Age 15 or Younger with an
Individual 3+ Years Older, by Gender, 1995-2002

1995 2002

Males - 4.6
Race/ethnicity

Hispanic - 10.0

Non-Hispanic White - 2.6

Non-Hispanic Black - 7.6

Non-Hispanic Other - 2.4
Foreign-born

Yes - 8.2

No - 41
Family structure (at age 14)

Two biological/adoptive parents - 3.4

One biological and one adoptive/step parent - 4.0

Single biological parent - 7.0

Other - 12.6
Parent educational attainment

Less than high school - 10.0

High school/GED - 5.2

Some college - 4.3

Bachelor's degree or higher - 29
Mother's age at first birth

Teen mother - 8.4

Not a teen mother - 3.1
Females 14.4 12.9
Race/ethnicity

Hispanic 19.5 16.9

Non-Hispanic White 12.3 11.2

Non-Hispanic Black 20.9 16.2

Non-Hispanic Other 9.0 11.6
Foreign-born

Yes 8.8 10.7

No 14.3 13.2
Family structure (at age 14)

Two biological/adoptive parents 8.8 9.5

One biological and one adoptive/step parent 171 17.3

Single biological parent 24.9 17.5

Other 21.5 26.7
Parent educational attainment

Less than high school 19.9 16.7

High school/GED 14.4 17.8

Some college 14.3 14.3

Bachelor's degree or higher 9.2 7.3
Mother's age at first birth

Teen mother 18.7 18.6

Not a teen mother 10.2 10.2

Source: Chid Trends' analyses of the

2002 National Survey of Family Growth Chil TRENDS
1ilc
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Table 2

Percentage of Males and Females Ages 15 to 24
Whose First Sexual Experience Occurred at Age 15
or Younger with an Individual 3+Years Older, by
Gender and Age at First Sex, 2002

1995 2002
Males
Age at First Sex
13 or younger - 26.8
14 - 16.2
15 - 11.5
Females
Age at First Sex
13 or younger 66.9 65.4
14 47.0 53.2
15 35.9 40.5

Source: Chid Trends'

Janalyses of the SRR
2002 National Survey Chilc
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