Participation in School Music or Other
Performing Arts

Headline

Females in the eighth, tenth, and twelfth grades are more likely than their male peers to
participate in school performing arts. (Figure 1)

Importance

Many researchers have found a positive association between arts participation and
various academic and social outcomes such as school grades and a decrease in negative
social behaviors.' Recent research has also shown that secondary school students who
participate in the arts are more likely to continue to participate as young adults and to
have higher levels of educational attainment.” In addition, the performing arts are
considered by many to be intrinsically valuable, transmitting culture and providing
pleasure for those who participate.

Trends

Between 1991 and 2003, the percentage of eighth grade students participating in school
performing arts declined somewhat from 55 percent to 48 percent among eighth graders.
The percentage of tenth grade students participating in school performing arts increased
modestly from 36 percent to 40 percent among tenth graders. Rates did not change
significantly among twelfth graders, with 41 percent participating in performing arts
programs in 2003. (See Table 1) Between 2002 and 2003, a similar pattern occurred
where the percentage of eighth graders participating in school performing arts decreased,
the percentage of tenth graders increased, and the percentage of twelfth graders remained
the same.

Differences by Gender

Females are much more likely than males to participate in school performing arts
activities. The difference between males and females varies little by grade, ranging in
2003 from 13 to 17 percentage points. (See Figure 1)

Differences by Age

Eighth graders are the most likely to participate in school performing arts activities, with

approximately 48 percent participating in 2003. Participation drops significantly for
tenth and twelfth graders, with participation rates of 40 percent and 41 percent,

respectively. (See Figure 1)
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Differences by Parental Education

There is a strong relationship between parental education and youth participation in

school arts activities. For example, in 2003, 33 percent of eighth grade students whose
parents did not graduate from high school participated in school music and performing
arts, compared with more than 65 percent of those with a parent who went to graduate

school. (See Figure 2)

Differences by College Plans

Students who say that they plan to complete four years of college are more likely to
participate in school performing arts activities than are youth who don’t plan to complete
four years of college. For example, in 2003, 42 percent of tenth graders who said they

planned to complete four years of college participated in school music or performing arts,
compared with 25 percent of tenth graders who did not plan to complete four years of

college. (See Figure 3)

State and Local Estimates
None available
International Estimates
None available

National Goals

None

Definition

Participation in school arts includes all students who reported participating to any degree
in music or other performing arts in their school during the current school year.

Data Source
Child Trends original analysis of Monitoring the Future survey data, 1991 to 2003.
Raw Data Source

Bachman, Jerald G., Lloyd D. Johnston, and Patrick M. O'Malley. Monitoring the
Future: A Continuing Study of American Youth (8", 10", and 12"-Grade Surveys), 1976-
2003 [Computer files]. Conducted by University of Michigan, Survey Research Center.
ICPSR ed. Ann Arbor, MI: Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research
[producer and distributor].

ICPSR: http://www.icpsr.umich.edu
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Monitoring the Future: http://www.monitoringthefuture.org/

Approximate Date of Next Update

November 2005

! Winner, E. & Hetland, L. (Eds.) (2000). “Arts and Academic Improvement: What the Research Shows.”
Journal of Aesthetic Education, 34 (3-4). Executive summary available on-line at:
http://www.pz.harvard.edu/Research/REAP.htm

2 Zaff, J. F., O'Neill, S. A., & Eccles, I. S. (2002). What does arts participation in adolescence predict in
early adulthood? Washington, DC: Child Trends, unpublished paper.
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Figure 1

Percentage of Students in Grades 8, 10, and 12 Who Participate in

School Music or Performing Arts Programs, by Gender, 2003
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Source: Original analysis by Child Trends of Monitoring the Future data, 2003
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Figure 2

Percentage of Students in Grades 8, 10, and 12 Who Participate in
School Music or Performing Arts Programs,

by Parental Education,’ 2003
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"Parental education is calculated by the Institute of Social Research as the average of the mother's and father's education. Child Trends
has relabeled these results to reflect the education level of the most educated parent. In those circumstances where the gap between TRENDS
mothers' and fathers' education is more than one level, this results in an underestimate of the most educated parent's education level.
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Table 1

Participation in School Music or Performing Arts, 1991-2003

! Parental education is calculated by the Institute of Social Research as the average of the mother's and father's education. Child Trends has relabeled
these results to reflect the education level of the most educated parent. In those circumstances where the gap between mothers' and fathers' education
is more than one level, this results in an underestimate of the most educated parent's education level.
Source: Original analysis by Child Trends of Monitoring the Future data, 1991-2003

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
545 539 528 495 536 548 544 545 530 534 537 510 482
Gender
Male 438 427 425 402 437 439 452 457 429 426 446 393 405
Female 649 640 619 588 624 649 629 630 625 633 620 620 556
Race
White 562 565 546 521 539 563 564 565 543 563 561 537 505
Black 561 556 530 508 626 518 529 537 577 510 528 507 465
Parental Education’
Less than high school 445 439 424 400 387 507 485 455 412 387 420 410 326
Completed high school 477 475 493 461 496 530 507 470 446 471 447 472 424
Some college 556 547 512 508 544 534 529 538 523 564 528 495 464
Completed college 502 599 589 503 585 587 587 592 589 588  60.1 561 516
Graduate school 659 655 628 632 646 635 628 640 672 651 688  6l4 652
College Plans
None or under 4 years 391 342 363 330 369 401 420 366 319 344 308 333 285
Complete four years 57.1 57.0 55.1 51.9 55.8 57.1 56.1 56.6 55.4 55.7 56.2 52.7 50.3
1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 _ 2001 2002 2003
364 382 375 366 397 390 395 398 406 400 410 383 400
Gender
Male 283 281 270 270 307 286 297 307 311 307 308 283 313
Female 439 472 469 455 485 487 489 472 491 484 499 481 480
Race
White 375 390 386 369 396 396 399 403 425 415 421 392 407
Black 374 403 347 384 403 339 383 429 396 425 389 395 423
Parental Education’
Less than high school 282 266 261 259 300 309 349 313 347 314 379 287 305
Completed high school 325 343 330 331 342 330 320 360 359 346 353 314 338
Some college 357 351 386 355 382 397 406 399 392 386 384 388 395
Completed college 395 441 418 396 433 434 441 419 461 443 454 427 443
Graduate school 462 510 479 475 512 451 475 516 491 514 533 485 525
College Plans
None or under 4 years 22.4 24.2 229 242 222 25.1 25.1 27.7 29.3 23.8 27.2 19.2 25.2)
Complete four years 303 410 403 3901 426 412 421 418 44 425 431 415 422
1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
200 398 406 388 402 404  39.1 388 405 413 422 403 407
Gender
Male 321 326 331 315 326 334 320 308 345 333 333 315 337
Female 475 460  47.6 450 470 469 448 470 464 482 508 485 468
Race
White 398 390 398 385 402 408 382 380 404 397 422 412 411
Black 404 477 408 406 394 419 396 429 398 460 442 360 434
Parental Education’
Less than high school 381 309 355 331 302 324 382 299 339 280 384 318 271
Completed high school 351 349 374 316 357 354 313 357 341 368 377 364 366
Some college 387 389 385 410 400 385 367 380 410 390 411 409 419
Completed college 446 451 458 432 430 460 436 430 416 463 468 436 433
Graduate school 505 519 489 439 494 469 485 458 522 518 485 472 492
College Plans
None or under 4 years 300 282 322 257 285 292 274 278 299 313 318 296 295
Complete four years 437 438 437 425 436 433 424 418 435 437 452 430 434
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